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Living Streets Public Meeting 
28th November 2011, 7.30 pm

Lord Nelson Inn
36 Trafalgar St, Brighton, BN1 4ED



Tonight’s Meeting

� Stephen Young
Chairman, Brighton and Hove Group, Living Streets

� Cllr Ian Davey
Cabinet Member for Transport & Public Realm, Deputy Convenor of the 
Green Group, Deputy Leader (Non-Executive) of Brighton & Hove City 
Council

� Cllr Gill Mitchell
Leader of the Labour & Co-operative Group 

� Cllr. Geoffrey Theobald
Leader, Conservative Group Leader (8pm)

� Summary & Discussion



About Living Streets

Living Streets is the national 
charity which works with its 
supporters to create safe, 
attractive and enjoyable streets 
where people want to walk.

Formerly known as the 
Pedestrian’s Association, Living 
Streets has been the national 
voice for pedestrians for over 80 
years. Campaigns have led to the 
introduction of the driving test, 
pedestrian crossings and 30mph 
speed limits. 

Living Streets has a network of 
local and affiliated groups, local 
authority members and a growing 
number of corporate supporters.



About Living Streets

As well as working to influence policy 
on a national and local level, Living 
Streets carries out practical work: 

� training professionals in good 
street design.

� enabling local communities to 
improve their own 
neighbourhoods.

� running high profile campaigns 
such as Walk to School and 
Walking Works.

� encouraging people to walk 
more/enjoy their vibrant, living 
streets and public spaces.

� provides specialist consultancy 
services to help reduce 
congestion and carbon emissions.
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The World’s Most Walkable Cities

“By design or purely by accident, 
each of these cities beckons you 
to wander its boulevards, paths, 
and parks.”

1. Florence
2. Paris
3. NYC
4. Vancouver
5. Munich
6. Edinburgh
7. Boston
8. Melbourne
9. Sydney

http://www.frommers.com/slideshow/i
ndex.cfm?group=391&p=1
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“Walkable”

� A walking friendly city is a city where people select 
walking as their preferred choice of travel for health and 
to relax and one which exhibits a high degree of 
‘walkability’. 

� Walkability is “the extent to which walking is readily 
available to the consumer as a safe, connected, 
accessible and pleasant activity.”

� Aspects which make a city walkable: the 5 ‘Cs,’ key 
indicators of walkability (in the Walking Plan for London).

Mayor of London (2004) Making London a Walkable City. The Walking Plan for London. February 2004
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1. Connected
� The extent to which the walking 

network is connected to key 
‘attractors’ like public transport 
interchanges, homes, places of 
work and leisure destinations in 
addition to the degree that the 
routes themselves connect. 

� This means a marked 
improvement to the logic and 
coherence of the walking network 
e.g. walking routes which get them 
from A to B safely, easily and via 
the most direct route



2. Convivial
� The extent to which walking is a 

pleasant activity in terms of 
interaction with people and the 
built and natural environment, 
including other road users. 

� This means a significant reduction 
in litter, graffiti and other problems 
which reduce the quality of the 
walking environment and prevent 
the creation of high quality public 
spaces that make being ‘out and 
about’ a  pleasurable activity.



3. Comfortable

� The extent to which walking is 
made more enjoyable through 
high quality pavement surfaces, 
attractive landscaping and 
architecture, the efficient 
allocation of road space and 
control of traffic. 

� This means well-maintained 
footpaths and the provision of 
seating, landscaping and public 
toilets, which make the public 
realm a more comfortable place to 
be.



4. Convenient
� The extent to which walking is 

able to compete with other modes 
in terms of efficiency through the 
implementation of the above 
factors. 

� This means the creation of 
walking routes and environments, 
which compete with other less 
sustainable options for short trips 
through increased journey 
ambience and greater pedestrian 
priority. These will help to make 
walking a more convenient and 
attractive mode of travel.



5. Conspicuous

• The extent to which walking routes 
and public spaces are safe and 
inviting, with attention paid to 
lighting, visibility and surveillance. 
This also includes the availability 
of mapping and signage.

• This means safer streets where 
people feel secure at all times of 
the day through increased natural 
surveillance and other measures 
such as street lighting to increase 
security.
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Vogue Gyratory

Photos © Stephen Young http://livingthecarfreelife.blogspot.com/



East Street



Ship Street



Church Street



Western Road



Seafront



New Road



New Road



Pavement Parking



Pavement Parking





New Road

Photo: © Stephen Young http://livingthecarfreelife.blogspot.com/



Jubilee Street

Photo © Stephen Young http://livingthecarfreelife.blogspot.com/



Seafront Super-walkway

Photo © Stephen Young http://livingthecarfreelife.blogspot.com/



Bond Street



A Vision of Walkability?

� 270,000 population

� Historic centre
� Sophisticated

� Tourist hub
� Busy

Ljubljana, Capital of Slovenia
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www.livingstreets.org.uk
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